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 لام الإِبتداءِ
  .is a lâm with a fathah prefixed to the mubtada’  for the sake of emphasis, e.g لام الإِبتداءِ

رااللهِ أَكْب كْرلَـذو ‘And indeed the remembrance of Allah is the greatest ` (Qur’an, 29:45)  

ـكُمـتـبجأَع لَوو رِكةشم نم ريةٌ خنمؤةٌ مولأَم ‘And indeed a believing slave girl is better than a 

mushrikah when though she might be pleasing to you` (Qur’an, 2:221). 

This lâm is not to be confused with the preposition  ـل  which has a kasrah, but takes a fathah when 

prefixed to a pronoun, e.g.,  لَها، لَكُم ،لَك ،لَـه  . 

Please remember that the ِداءتالإِب لام does not change the ending of the mubtada’.  
Some examples from the Qur’an:                              

16:41 And indeed the reward of the Hereafter is the greatest رأَكْب ةرالآخ رلأَجو  
29:45 And indeed the remembrance of Allah is the greatest    رااللهِ أَكْب كْرلَـذو  
39:26 And indeed the torment of the Hereafter is the greatest رأَكْب ةرالآخ ذَابلَـعو  

 

to slide, glide, slip and to roll ) اللاَّم المُزحلَقَةُ   ) لَقحز=  
We have seen lâm al-ibtidâ’  e.g.  ُلمأج كـتـيلَـب  ‘Indeed your house is more beautiful’.  

Now we want to use  َّإِن  also in this sentence, the lâm has to be pushed to the khabar, 

as two particles of emphasis cannot come together in one place.  

So the sentence becomes  ُلملأَج كإِنَّ بيت  ‘Indeed your house is more beautiful’.  

After its removal from its original position the lâm is no longer called lâm al-ibtidâ’ . It is now called 

 .or for easy remembrance ( the skating lâm! ) ( the displaced lâm )  اللاَّم المُزحلَقَةُ 

A sentence with both َّإِن and the lâm is more emphatic than the one with َّإِن or the lâm only. 

Here are some examples from the Qur’an:  

29:41 Indeed the frailest of houses is the spider’s house وتكَبنالْع تيلَـب وتيالب نهإِنَّ أَو 
37:4   Indeed your God is One دلَـواح ـكُمإِنَّ إِلَه 
3:96   Indeed the first sanctuary appointed for mankind is the 
one which is in Bakkah (Makkah). َكَّـةي بِباسِ لَـلَّذلنل عضو تيلَ بإِنَّ أَو 
31:19 Indeed the harshest of all voices is the voice of the ass ِيرالحَم تولَـص واتالأَص كَرإِنَّ أَن 
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Some examples of  َّإِن  and of  ُلَقَةحالمُز اللاَّم (The skating lâm ) from the Qur’an 

15:77 Most surely there is a 
sign in this for the believers.  ننِيمؤلْمةً للآي كي ذَلإِنَّ ف 
45:3   Verily in the heavens and 
the earth, are Signs for those 
who believe. 

 ننِيمؤلْمل ضِ لآياتالأَرو مٰواتي السإِنَّ ف 
82:13&14 Indeed the righteous 
shall be in bliss and indeed the 
corrupt shall be in hell 

 إِنَّ الأَبرار لَـفي نعيمٍ وإِنَّ الفُجار لَفي جحيمٍ
63:1   The hypocrites are surely 
liars. َونبلَـكَاذ نيقافإِنَّ المُن 
103:1&2 By the declining day, 
Verily Man is in loss. ٍرسي خانَ لَـفسرِ إِنَّ الإِنصالعو 
14:39 Most surely my Lord is 
the Hearer of prayer: ِعاءالد عيمي لَـسبإِنَّ ر 
3:13   Most surely there is a 
lesson in this  ًةربلَـع كي ذَلإِنَّ ف 
11:79 And most surely you 
know what we desire. درِيما ن لَمعلَـت كوإِن 
34:24 Lo! We or you assuredly 
are rightly guided or in error 
manifest. 

 إِنا أَو إِياكُم لَـعلَى هدى أَو في ضلالٍ مبِينٍ
3:62    Lo! This verily is the 
true narrative. الحَق صالقَص وذَا لَـهإِنَّ ه 
100:6,7&8 Most surely man is 
ungrateful to his Lord. And 
most surely he is a witness of 
that. And most surely he is 
tenacious in the love of wealth. 

 كعلى ذَل هإِنو ودلَـكَن هبرسانَ لإِنَّ الإِن
ديدرِ لَـشالخَي بحل هإِنو دهِيلَـش 

15:9   Surely We have revealed 
the Reminder and We will most 
surely be its guardian. 

 إِنا نحن نزلْنا الذكْر وإِنا لَه لَـحافظُونَ
100:11 Most surely their Lord 
that day shall be fully aware of 
them. 

ربِيلَـخ ذئموي بِهِم مهبإِنَّ ر 
8:42   Most surely Allah is 
Hearing, Knowing;  ميلع عيمإِنَّ االلهَ لَـس 
 


