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Preface

Throughout history, the world has never witnessed an ideal character
like that of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). This fact is mamtuined in the
Glonous Qurian, when Allah, Most High, says,

w Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allal an excellemt exampler for
him wio hopes in Allah and the Final Day, and who remembers Allah
muich, &

{Al-Ahzab: 21)

Therefore, 1t 15 the duty of every Muslim to study and reflect on the
Sirah of the Prophet (pbuh), so a8 to gain suceess in this world and
prosperity in the world to come. In this context, Az-Zubhan suid, “In
studying the battles of the Prophet (pbuh). lies the knowledge of this world
s well as that of the Hereafter.”

Thus, it gives us grear pleasure to present this valuable book to our
beloved readers, At the same time, we feel indebied (o the abridger’s family
for giving us the chance to present this priceless work to our
English-speaking readers. Also, we ask Allah 1o abundantly reward both the
author, ibn Hishdm, and the abrideger, ~Abdus-Salam M. Hirlin, and bestow
His mercy upon their souls.

Finally. all praise and thanks are due to Allah, withow Whose help and
guidance nothing can be secomphished.

Al-Falah Director
Mudammad * Qbdos
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Introduction

History and Biography

The history of the Pre-lslamic Arabs was known only by meuns of
narkation. Arabic history even before the advent of Islam reflected the
nature of their lifestyle. It showed their pride in their fathers and forefathers,
heroism, generosily, loyalty, stories of antesiry and alliances. There were
also nuratives about the history of the Ka bah. the emergence of the well of
Zamzam, the news of the tribe of Jurhum and leaders of Quraysh, and the
Mu'rib Dam whose collapse caused people o disperse m the land. There
were also stories of diviners and their citations. Thus, history portrayed their
socto-political and religious aspects of life,

Istam appeared at the time when people were accustomed to report all
these stories and events. With the beginning of the Message, preceded by
portents of prophethood, the early life and up-bringing of the Prophet
(pbuh), the Revelation and relevant events and attitudes of the Prophet’s
Companjons and enemies, the Prophet’s behavior amd relations with
Muslims, disbelievers, Christians, and Jews, there emerged u prolific and
broad subject-matter of information and tidings which were also circulated
through narration. Moreover, the Que'an, the hadith, and the words of
Companions, constituted a rich record of that new life.

While the Qur'an was being written down, the hadith remained a trusted
series of narration. In general no one had the courage to think of wnting the
hadith as a response (o the Prophet’s saying,

"D nat quote me by writing) for anvthing excepr the Qur'an, and
whoever has quoted me (by writing) for anything ather than the Qur'an
showelel omee 11"

The wisdom behind this was obvious: it aimed at avoiding confusion
hetween the Revelution and the Prophet's words dunng the time of
Revelation. Undoubtedly, it was a temporary matter lasting until the whole

Quir'an had been revealed,



When " Unmar ibn “Abdel-" Aziz ruled (from 99 to 101 AH), he spent forty
days perlorming Istikhdralk prayers asking Allah whether he should write
down ftadith or not. He continued unul he felt Allah's approval. He then
asked Abii Bakr ibn Muhammad ibn “Umar ihn Hazm (d. 120 AH), the ruler
of Madinah at that tme. to write down the hadirh. He wrote down the
haddiths he had memorized in a book, which was sent o the provinces.
“Umar ibn “Abdel-"Aziz also asked Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn Shihiib
Az-Zahri, the teacher of Milik, 1o write down hadith, and the later did so in
book form.

Afterwards, Muslims continued to write down whatever they knew of
the Prophet's hadiths without keeping to a particular form of sectioning or
classificanon. For instance, while some set aside chapters on law, others
began to classify hadith into chapters on the Prophet's birth until the
Revelation, chapters on his state in Makkah, his proclamation o the
Quiraysh, who then persecuted him and his followers as well as information
on wars and matters, of Jihad,

Historians began to write general history books including the life of the
Praphet (pbuh), thus satisfying their religious inclinition 10 perceive him as
an ideal imodel and gindance for Muslims,

Biographers

The first Prophetic biographers were: "Urwah ibn az-Zubayr ibn
Al Awwim (d. 92 AH), Abin ibn "Uthmin (d. 105 AH), Wahb ibn
Munabbah (d. 110 AH), Sharhabil sbn Sud (d 123 AH). Ibn Shihib
az-Zahti (d. 124 AH), and “Abdullih tbn Abi Bakr ibn Huzm (d. 135 AH).

All their books perished with the exception of some parts which were
scattered throughout main references on history hke At-Tabari's book of
history. Only a piece of Wahhb ibn Munabbah's book s currently stored in
Herdelburg in Germany,

After this came another generation of biographers, the most renowned of
which were Miisa ibn "Ugbah (d. 141 AH), Mu"ammar ibn Réashid (d. 150
AH), and Muhammad Thn Ishaqg (d. 152 AH). This generation was followed
by Zivad al-Bukai (0 183 AH). Al-Wigidi the awthor of Al-Maghdst (d.
207 AH), Thn Hishdm (d. 218 AH), and Muhammad ibn Sa'd the author of
At-Tabagar (d. 230 AH).



The Biography by Ibn Ishaq

Of all the above mentioned early biographers, the biography writien by
Ibn Ishiq'" was the most renowned and highly documented. He wrote in the
carly Abbasid period. It was said that Ibn Ishidig visited Al-Muansir in
Baghdad along with his son, Al-Mahdi. Al-Mansir said 1o him. Do you
know who this man 1s. thn Ishiq?" Thn Ishaq replied, "Yes, he 1s your son,
Commander of the Believers.,” He said, “Go, and write a book for him on
the creation of Allah since Adam up to this day.” [bn Ishiq did as he was
told. Then Al-Mansdr said to him, “You have made it so big Ibn Ishig. go
and summarize it”, He did and the book was shielved in the treasury of the
Cormander of the Believers.

After half a century, Thn Hisham'™ rewrote this biography through one
person, ZiyAd Al-Buka'i'™. Tbn Ishiq's book, which he wrote. was not in the
form that it has today. This is because Ibn Hishim examined thn Ishig's
biogruphy of the Prophet (pbuh) by editing. abridging, making additions,
and sometimes criticizing and objecting through the narratons of other
scholars. He even utilized part of his methodology of narrution.

1. He s Muhammad Tbn I ibn Yasir ibn Khivir Abli Al  al-Madani al-Qurayshi, the
patron ol Gays ibn Mukhrmab ihe al-Muttalib iS50 " Abd Mandl. His grandlather, Yasie was o
captive of “Ayn at-Tamr. o town Weit of Kufa on the edige of desens. 1w conguered] by Mus-
firmts during the rerm of AKG Bakr in 13 AH Staving in Misdingh, his grundson Mubamimud was
bam in &5 AH Mulummad sperd his carly youth in Modinoh. Then he hegan traveling and he
went 1o Alexandrig in 1158 AH where he wiote shout some Eyyptians. Alleewards, be traveled to
tany ldamic countries such as Kufu, Al-Jarirah. Ar-Rayy, Al-Bagrah, and Baghdad where be
dited in 152 AL 160 " Adiyy said about Tbn Esbifi, “T0 was i great vinue of o Ishig that e avor-
el the kings attention 10 books which includesd the milnary campaigns of the Messenger of Ailah,
Iris Message. and the begimmng of creaim.”

2 Abi Muhammad " Abdul-Malik ibn Hishiim ibn Ayvib al-Himyari was rabsed in Al Bagrah, Then
hie wient 1o Epypt where he mét Tinam Asb-Shifi's and recited many Atabic poeris. In addition (e
ciliting Ibn lshhy's Bingraphy, b Hishim wrote i book on the Tineage and kingship of Himyar,
sl b thitd work wits i explianstion of uncless Ambic porms. He died m Al Fusyiyp m 218 AH.

3 He ds the iz Abd Muhamesad Zivid ibn - Abdel-Miulik ibn of-Tufayl al-Buki'i al-” Amiri ol
Kafi. Al Bukd'i dacvibed o Band Bubd of BanG ~Amir ibn Su'ya'uh. Zivad went 0 Baghdid
where he spiole ubbat military campargns referrng lo Tha Inbidg and othier obligations refomng o
Muhzrimad tbin Shlim. Alleewirds, befelurted 1o Kufa where he dicd m 183 FID donng the rule
of Marin wr-Rashid. o Heham pad speeial reverence 1o thar shedkh, as be sand in ihe foreward
of fe Book, "1 anred some things which are repulsive 10 be menhioned ahout bum, some mis
meatoned by some people pod some not admitied by Al-Bukd'i 1o be narmaed ™
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There 15 no doubt that Thn Hishim was honest and that he conformed in
lus citition of Ibn Ishiq's book. He never changed or added a word 6f Ibn
Ishiig unless he was explaining or refuting a narration. when he would refer
1o 4 modification by stating "Ibn Hisham said",

His muin purpose of citing Ibn Ishig's biography was to muke an
abridgment. He deleted all that bad been mentioned before the history of
lsmil'il the son of Ibrihim (peace be upon them both) as well as stories and
information of Ismi'il's' sons: which, in his opinion, did ot serve the
Prophet’s (pbuh) biography. He also eliminated all the long controversial
poets. 1T anyone compared the original text of Ibn Ishiq and Ihn Hisham's
narration, he would find that he was very carcful and utterly honest. which
were characteristics of the Muslim scholars of that time.

The Status of Ibn Hishdm's Biography
of the Prophet (pbuh)

Undoubtedly. Ibn Ishiq's book was and will continue 1o be a major
reference for readers of the Prophet's (pbuli) biography. No one plunged into
the life of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), without referring to Thin Ishiq's
hook as 3 major source of information,

For a very long time the blography written by Ibn Ishiy wis known
among scholars as the biography by Ibn Hishim because Thn Hisham
narrated and edited it Ton Khalgin sald, "Ibn Hishim is the one who
compiled the biography of the Messenger of Allah (pbult) from the battles
and stories narrated by Ibn Ishig and it is the biography in the people's
hands, known as the biography by Ibn Hishim." This work was studied
carefully by commentators. For instance, Abul-Qdsim ~Abdur-Ralimin
as-Suhayli'' (d. 581) presented an extensive annotation of the hiography in
s book, Ar-Rawd al-Anf.

After this Abl Dharr ul-Khushayni™ examined the book by explaiming
the parts of it that were unclear, as well a5 providing some ctiticism in

1. Abul-Qasum - Abdur-Ralimin iy Abdullth ihn Ahmad iba Ashagh ab-Kharh' ami as-Sohaylf of-
Andulush ol-Maligi. He was bom in 308 AH i Andalus, MAligih. He spest three vears it Mo-
rocddr ind died there In 381 HD,

2 Abi Dhiare Muy'ab ihe Muharsmind ibin Mis' 4 al-Hydni al- Khushayni, $32-604 HD, was from a
willage called Khushayn (n Andelus, from o iribe from Qudd nh He was barn in 532 AH and

dicd jn O AL



Sharh as-Sirah an-Nabawiyyah which was published by Dr, Bronolah.
Badrud-Din Muliammad ibn Ahmad al-" Ayni presemted in 805 AH a
commentary called Kashf al-Litham fi Sharh Sirar {bn Hishdam.

There were also others concerned aboul summanzing, including
Burhfinud-Din Ibrahim ibn Muhammad. known as Ibnul-Murhal ash-Shifii
who summarized the biography and added that which was lacking in 61|
AH in a book called Adh-Dhakhiral i Mukhasar ax-Sivah. Abul-" Abbas
Ahmad ibn Ibrihim ibn ~Abder-Rahmiin al-Wisifi, also summuarized this
work in 711 AH in a book entitled Mukhtasar Sirat Ibn Hisham. Moreover,
the biography of the Prophet (pbuh) by Ibn Hishim was composed into
verse form by Ab0 Mubummad ~Abdul-"Aziz ibn Muhammad Sa'id
ad-Dumayri ad-Dayrini who died in 663 AH. Abd Bakr Muhammad ibn
Ibrithim, known as Ibnush-Shahid (d. 793 AH) composed it into tens of
thousands of verses i Al-Fath al-Qarib ft Sivat Al-Habib.

Abridging the Prophet's (pbuh) Biography by Ibn Hisham

Early in my youth'" I attempted several times to read this vencrable
work from begirining to end but | failed due 10 the disturbing digression in
writing that made it tiresome. | read various passages dispersed throughout
it, which were like meadows in a desent. They atracted ime because of the
beautiful expression and the glory of their aim.

Nevertheless, | felt, while reading the biography of the Prophet (pbuh)
something of what 1 enjoy in reading the Qur'an or the Prophet's hadiths, of
sincere worship and devotion. A deep-seated moltivation drove me 1o repeat
my endeavors to read the biography: my father was among those who wrote
dbout the Prophet's (pbuh) biography. He abridged it in a book of thirty
chapters  enutled  Talkhis  ad-Dris  al-Awwaliyvalt  fis-Sirah
al-Muhammadiyyah (A Summary  of  Preliminary  Lessons  in  the
Muhammud's (pbuti) Biography), which was for a long time the only book
to be taught in the Sirah courses of the religious institutes in Egypt.

However, 1 was not capable of rending the whole book because, as |
have mentioned, there is a disturbing digression in writing. The reader of
Siral encounters long chapters of names of captives of the Battle of Badr,

L. " Abws-Salim Harin, the abridger of this book.

S ®



names of the horses of Muslims in tlus Battle, a list of the Mustims who
wlended Badr [rom among the Quraysh and from the Ansar. those who were
martyred on that day and so on of listings, prolix poems, lengthy lineage,
wordiness, and also mmcluding some Qur'anic commentaries which are
irrelevant to the core of Sirah. In addition, chains of authorities on which
Sirah s based were spelled out, which might be importam only for scholars
of criticism.

In this "abridgment”, 1 tried 1o extract elements from the original work to
present it in a new form that is allowed for uninterrupted reading, while
being careful about the original text so the reader could cite it 1 did not
replace a letter of the origingl text so as o be honest in performance. 1
referred 10 Ibn Hishdm's wordings in the beginning of the subject or in
footnotes, but the whole text is of Ibn Ishiq as narrated by Thn Hishiim. |
mentioned the chain of authorities only when it was indispensable for the
subject by quoting what had been reported by Ibn Ishaq or Ibn Hishim.

To make the text coherent, | interpreted what was needed of explanution,
relying on uaccredited Sirah commentaries and linguistic references.
Abridgement is a kind of facilitation for those who are unable 10 read the
original and 1t serves o link today's youth to their herituge. Allah willing,
vou would be able to read this book in a few days and acquire an immediate
benelit, while reading the original, if possible, would tuke a few months.

I ask Allah to make this book useful, as it is a small contribution to
science, aiming for the satisfaction of Allah and that of the Prophet, prayers
and peace be upon him,

Misr al-Jadidah, Mid-Ramadin 1374 AH

"Aldus-Salam Harin
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