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Pronunciation and
Transliteration Chawt

Arabic Pronunciation Transliterated
script form
| short ‘a’, as in cat a
R longer ‘a’, as in cab (not as in A
< cake)
« /b/ as in bell, rubber and tab b
Sl /t/ as in tap, mustard and sit t
t.ake.s .the sound of the_ precedlr_lg h or t (when
diacritical mark sometimes ending
. : : : followed by
5 in h (when in pausal form): ah, ih :
: another Arabic
or ooh; or atu(n), ati(n) or ata(n)
i word)
when uninterrupted
< /th/ as in thing, maths and wealth th
d /j/ as in jam, ajar and age j
a ‘harsher’ sound than the English
z initial /h/, and may occur medially h
and in word-final position as well
as in Bach (in German); may
z occur initially and medially as kh

well
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Arabic
script

Pronunciation

Transliterated
form

Q

/d/ as in do, muddy and red

d

3

as in this, father and smooth

" dh

/t/ as in raw, arid and war; may
also be a rolled ‘r’, as pronounced
in Spanish

/z/ as in zoo, easy and gaze

/s/ as in so, messy and grass

GG |

as in ship, ashes and rush

no close equivalent in English, but
may be approximated by
pronouncing it as /sw/ or /s/
farther back in the mouth

no close equivalent in English, but
may be approximated by
pronouncing it as /d/ farther back
in the mouth

no close equivalent in English, but
may be approximated by
pronouncing it as /t/ farther back
in the mouth

no close equivalent in English, but
may be approximated by

pronouncing ‘the’ farther back in

__ the mouth

no close equivalent in English: a
guttural sound in the back of the
throat

no close equivalent in English, but
may be closely approximated by
pronouncing it like the French /r/
in ‘rouge’

/] as in fill, effort and muff
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Arabic Pronunciation Transliterated
script form
no close equivalent in English, but
. may be approximated by
< pronouncing it as /k/ farther back 4
in the mouth
& /k/ as in king, buckle and tack k
/\/ as in lap, halo; in the word
J Allah, it becomes velarized as in 1
ball
e /m/’as in men, simple and ram m
O /n/ as in net, ant and can n
/h/ as in hat; unlike /h/ in English,
Ao in Arabic /b/ is pronounced in h
medial and word-final positions as
well
5 as in wef and away W
g long ‘u’, as in boot and too 00
&S as in yard and mayo y
&S long ‘¢’, as in eat, beef and see ee
glottal stop: may be closely
approximated by pronouncing it . .
3 llijllcje ‘t’ in the C};cl;)kney Engliih : .((.)I’Illlttec! n
pronunciation of butter: bu’er, or initial position)
the stop sound in uh-oh!
Diphthongs
Arabic Pronunciation Transliterated
script form
356 ol long ‘0’, as in owe, boat and go au, aw
$O <) long ‘a’, as in aid, rain and say ay, ai, ei
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Diacritical marks (tashkeel)

Name of Pronunciation Transliterated
mark form
o very short ‘a’ or schwa =
fathah (unstressed vowel)
o shorter version of ee or schwa :
kasrah (unstressed vowel) :
3
“ shorter version of 0o u
dammah
a doubled consonant is stressed in
the word, and the length of the double letter
shaddah

sound is also doubled

[
)
bt

sukoon

no vowel sound between
consonants or at the end of a word

absence of
vowel




Avrabic honovific symbols
used in this book

d42): Subhdanahu wa Ta'‘dla — “The Exalted”

(#2): Salla-Alldhu ‘alayhi wa sallam — “Blessings and peace
be upon him”

(32:): ‘Alayhis-saldm — “May peace be upon him”

() Radiya-Alldhu ‘anhu — “May Allah be pleased with him”

(¢4%,): Radiya-Alldhu ‘anhd — “May Allah be pleased with her”






About the Wovd L ord

<Zhe word Jord in English has several related meanings.
The original meaning is ‘master’ or ‘ruler’, and in this sense it is
often used to refer to human beings: ‘the lord of the mansion’ or
‘Lord So-and-So’ (in the United Kingdom, for example). The word
Lordwith a capital L is used in the lexicon of Islam to refer to the One
and Only God — Allah. In Islam, there is no ambiguity about the
meaning of this word. While it is true that one may occasionally use
the word lord (whether capitalized or not) to refer to a human being,
in Islamic discourse the reference of this term is always clear from
the context. Whereas for Christians, Hindus and other polytheists,
the word Lord with a capital L may refer to Allah, to Jesus or to some
imagined deity, for Muslims, there can be no plurality of meaning.
Allah alone is the Lord, and the Lord is Allah — not Jesus, not Rama,
not any other being.

The Editor






Publisher’s Note

@[éll praise and thanks belong to Allah alone, the One,
the Almighty and All-Merciful. Blessings and peace be upon Prophet
Muhammad, the last of His Messengers and Prophets, and upon his
family, his Companions and all those who follow in his footsteps
until the end of time.

The concept of entertainment is rather unclear in the minds
of most,of the Muslims. On one hand, there are aspects that are
clearly forbidden, but on the other hand, there are avenues that
can be explored by those looking for some permissible means of
recreation.

In Having Fun the Halal Way, Ismail Kamdar has explained,
in detail, the exact stance of Islam with regard to entertainment. He
has clearly identified areas that are out-of-bounds for practicing
Muslims; also, he has specified activities that they can enjoy in their
leisure time.

We hope that the suggestions in this book will enable the
reader to clearly assess his or her pursuit of recreational activities
and use the guidelines given here to take a balanced approach of the
subject of entertainment.
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May Allah accept the efforts of all those who have contributed
to the production of this book, and may it be acceptable to Him,
dmeen.

Muhammad Abdul Mohsin Al-Tuwaijri
Managing Director
International Islamic Publishing House
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia '



, Introduction

@%n praise is due to Allah (Subhdnahu wa Ta‘éld —
Glorified and Exalted is He), who has legislated for us a religion
which is balanced and easy to practise. May His peace and blessings
descend upon His final messenger, the mercy to the universe,
Muhammad (salla Alléhu ‘alayhi wa sallam — blessings and peace
be upon him) and all those who follow his way until the last day.

We live in a time in which, for many people, entertainment
has become the most important aspect of life. Indeed, it would
not be too far-fetched to state that many people today worship
entertainment and entertainers. The music, television and movie
industries are the highest generators of income for many leading
countries; the actors and singers involved are worshipped by many
in a very literal sense.

It is for this reason, among others, that it is important
for Muslims to be well-acquainted with the Islamic stance on
entertainment in its various forms, so that they are able to cope with
this situation. There is, however, another important reason for my
having chosen to research and write about this topic.

In light of the current entertainment culture (commonly called
pop culture), many Muslim parents find themselves in a dilemma



20  Having Fun the Halal Way — Entertainment in Islam

regarding their children’s access to entertainment. In general, two
extremes have developed and been adopted, both of which lead to
negative results.

The first extreme is of ‘those who are overawed by the
technological progress of the West and disheartened by the failure
of Muslims in this area (and in all justice, we have been a failure
in this area). This low self-esteem has led Muslims to embrace the
Western entertainment-oriented lifestyle completely, so much so
that it is not unusual-to find Muslim homes with multiple television
sets and video game machines, with no restrictions as to what kind
of movies, songs or games are played. This is common in the homes
of many who are ignorant of Islamic laws, suffering from low self-
esteem, or simply very hedonistic in their lifestyles.

The negative effect of this is all too obvious, and one can see
the repercussions everywhere. Muslims become brainwashed by the
media to such an extent that it becomes impossible to distinguish
them from the disbelievers. Muhammad Salih al-Munajjid has
commented on the effect of raising children in this manner:

I also know of people at the other extreme, who refuse to get
involved in their children’s affairs at all, claiming that the
child will not be convinced that a mistake is a mistake or a sin
is a sin unless he does it and then finds out for himself that it
is a mistake. This deviant idea comes from being weaned on
ideas of western philosophy and notions of absolute freedom.
Some of them give their child free rein, fearing that the child
may start to hate them, saying: I will earn his love whatever
he does. Some of them give the child free rein as a reaction
to their own over-strict upbringings, thinking that they have
to do the absolute opposite with their own children. Some of
them take this stupid attitude to extremes by saying: Let our
sons and daughters enjoy their youth as they wish. Do these
people not think that their children might pull on their clothes
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on the Day of Resurrection and say: O my father, why did you
leave me in sin?!

Such Muslims are busy with television, video games, movies,
music and sports. They are also engrossed in earning money in order
to indulge in such things, to the extent that they have no time to
even think about Allah (3£) or Islam, let alone study or practise their
religion. Allah (3%5) has described such a state in many places in the
Qur’an, such as:

ST S g ol e 5,205 5196 @y 0, O S8
(@l 2 i A D @ ol 56 (A 2
(A= Y5

{Competition in [worldly] increase diverts you, until you visit the
graveyards. No! You are going to know. Then no! You are going to
know. No! If you only knew with knowledge of certainty, you will
surely see the hellfire. Then you will surely see it with the eye of
certainty. Then you will surely be asked that day about pleasure.}
(Qur’an 102: 1-8)*

The other extreme is of those who fear Allah (3%) but, due to
ignorance or blind following of certain schools of thought or scholars,
have totally rejected the idea of entertainment. Indeed, it is human
nature to completely turn away from something which appears to
be a cause of great evil. However, this hatred for entertainment
has been taken by some to an unnatural extreme, which has had
negative psychological effects on the youth and children raised in
such households.

The youngsters in such homes are prohibited from enjoying
any form of entertainment, whether inside the house or outside.
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They are taught that they should spend all their time worshipping
Allah (32), since that is what humans have been created for. (It is,
indeed, the purpose of our creation; however, Allah (3%) has legislated
for us a balanced religion). This is an unnatural state, similar to that
of monks and their monasticism. All human beings have a natural
desire to enjoy themselves and have fun. If such desires are overly
suppressed, they can push an individual over the edge. I have often
observed that such suppression leads to the youngsters becoming
rebellious and turning to the worst forms of entertainment to try
and satisfy their suppressed desires. One can routinely come across
youths who hail from practising Muslim homes, yet who smoke,
take drugs and are addicted to pornography.

Suchobservations clearly elucidate the need for and importance
of a book on this topic. If we want to overcome the entertainment
revolution without going to an unnatural extreme, we will have to
learn and understand the true teachings of Islam regarding it. Islam
is a complete way of life, which guides us on every issue. It is an
easy and balanced religion, well in tune with our fitrah (the natural
inclination instilled by Allah). One should not be surprised to find
that the Islamic view on entertainment is practical, easy to follow,
and balanced between the aforementioned two extremes.

[ ask Allah (3%) to guide me in writing this, to accept it and
make it a means of guidance and benefit for others. I besegch Him to
forgive me for any mistakes herein. I thank Allah (3%) for allowing
me to complete this book, and I thank all those people who assisted
me in doing so: Dr Abu Ameenah Bilal Philips and Sister Umm
Yusuf for assisting me with the editing, and my wife Farzana for her
support, advice and encouragement. Everything good in this book
1s from Allah (3%); all the mistakes therein are from me or the devil.
Verily, only Allah (3%) is all-perfect and free from making mistakes.



.Chapter One

Sowme basic principles of figh

(Islamic jurisprudence)

éd?efore delving into the topic at hand, it is important
to clarify a few basic principles that I have used to formulate my
opinions mentioned in this book. The first point I wish to make is
that this book will definitely have either mistakes or points that you
may not agree with. Indeed, it is impossible to delve into the area of
figh and not make mistakes. However, qualified scholars or students
of knowledge who are sincere, follow the general principles, and
struggle to find the right answer, will be rewarded even if the final
conclusion is wrong. If they later discover or are made aware of a
mistake, though, they must immediately publicly retract the earlier
mistaken position and state clearly the corrected view.

‘Amr ibn al-‘As (radiya AllGhu ‘anhu — may Allah be pleased
with him) narrated that he heard the Prophet (#) say: « If a judge
passes judgement, having striven to reach a decision, and he gets
it right, he will have two rewards. If he passes judgement, having
striven to reach a decision, and he gets it wrong, he will have one
reward. » (Muslim)




















































































































































































































































































